Copycents Digital Media/Entrepreneurial Initiative
A project of Welfare Reform Liaison Project, OIC – Community Action Agency

The Copycents Digital Media/Entrepreneurial Initiative project (Copycents) is designed to “empower our students with the tools and training to become self-sufficient leaders in the digital realm”.  Copycents provides focused training and job related experiences in the areas of videography, graphic design, audio-visual editing and authoring, and duplication and design services.

The project has three primary components.  These components are:

1. Classroom training, using Guilford Technical Community College and Greensboro Cablevision Television resources, in areas such as graphic design and digital video.

2. Opportunities to utilize classroom-learned skills through projects commissioned by public and nonprofit organizations and faith institutions.  All projects are managed and directly supervised by community professionals.  All final production work is provided by WRLP professional staff and consultants, with production assistance from Copycents trainees.  Students are paid a stipend for their assistance on the project.
3. Developing business management skills through participation in an American Management Association certification program and utilization of community small business programs provided by the Greensboro Area Chamber of Commerce and the Greensboro Merchants Association. 

All video and graphic design projects accomplished through the program must include training opportunities for students.  While the cost to the customer is below market rates, this cost will cover all the direct expense cost, including student stipends, required to complete the project as well as a small portion of agency overhead costs.

Copycents begin providing services during the third quarter of 2004.  Through December 31, 2004, Copycents has completed the following projects:
· Designed the poster and table tents used for the “Dennis Barry – Celebrating 25 Years of Leadership” event. 

· Produced a public information video on the weatherization program of Martin County Community Action Agency.
· Produced the 40 anniversary Community Action Agency video (Promises Made, Promises Kept) for North Carolina Office of Economic Opportunity.
As of January 1, 2005, the following projects have been commissioned for the first quarter of 2005:

· Training video related to providing weatherization for mobile homes commissioned by NC Office of Economic Opportunity.
· Public information video featuring all programs funded by the NC Office of Economic Opportunity.
· Video for Outreach Baptist Church.
· Photography for the NC Office of Economic Opportunity Annual Report.
