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Weatherization program specialists from Western Dairyland Community Action Agency installed a new furnace and water heater at Kathleen Glasmyer’s 
Eau Claire home. Gina Andrews, one of 15 employees recently hired by Western Dairyland, sprayed loose insulation into the home’s walls Friday through 
several holes drilled into the wood siding.

Obama
selects
RL grad
for post

By Kevin Murphy
Leader-Telegram 
correspondent

MADISON — President 
Obama has nominated 
William Conley, a for-
mer Rice Lake resident, to 
replace U.S. District Judge 
Barbara Crabb, who is 
retiring after 30 years.

Conley, 53, a partner in 
the Foley & Lardner law 
firm’s Madison office, is 
a commercial litigator 
specializing in anti-trust 
and regulatory law. He 
has repre-
sented cli-
ents before 
the U.S. 
Supreme 
Court, the 
Wisconsin 
Supreme 
Court, 
the U.S. 
Seventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals and in other state 
and federal courts.

He co-authored a book 
on evidence and trial pro-
cedure for attorneys in 
appellate practice, accord-
ing to the firm’s Web site.

Conley, a 1974 Rice Lake 
High School graduate, 
received his law degree in 
1982 from UW-Madison 
and clerked for former 
U.S. appeals judge Thomas 
Fairchild before joining 
Foley & Lardner in 1984.

This summer, U.S. Sens. 
Herb Kohl and Russ Fein-
gold of Wisconsin recom-
mended Conley, former 
Wisconsin Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Butler Jr. 
and attorney David Jones 
to the president for the 
federal judgeship in the 
state’s Western District.

Obama in turn has nom-
inated Butler for Shabaz’s 
job and Conley for Crabb’s 
job.

Butler‘s nomination will 
be considered Wednesday 
by a U.S. Senate commit-
tee. Conley’s nomination, 
which was made Thurs-
day by Obama, hasn’t been 
scheduled.

A call to Conley for 
comment on his nomina-
tion wasn’t returned by 
deadline.

Twenty-one applicants, 
including Eau Claire 
County Judge Lisa Stark, 
originally applied for 
Crabb’s position. A com-
mission forwarded six 
names to Kohl and Fein-
gold for recommendation.

 Retirement opens 
federal judgeship

Conley

In lieu of the 
furnace, she’d 
run space heaters 
during the day to 
warm parts of the 
home, but then 
turn them off at 
night because of 
their potential to 
cause fires.

At night, she said she’d bundle 
up to stay warm in the drafty 
house.

But on Friday, her new furnace 
ran at 95 percent efficiency, the 

water heater had 
been replaced 
and workers were 
filling the walls 
of her home with 
loose insulation.

It didn’t cost 
Glasmyer any-
thing but is 
expected to 

cut her energy bills by 30 to 40 
percent.

“Whatever a home takes or 
whatever it needs, we do,” said 
Mike Canaday, energy and hous-

ing director for Western Dairy-
land Community Action Agency.

There’s no set cost limit per 
home on the weatherization that 
can be done, Canaday said. He 
estimated that materials and 
labor at Glasmyer’s home will 
total $7,500 to $8,000.

For the fiscal year ending in 

June, Western Dairyland has $3.7 
million to spend on home weath-
erization, a large boost over prior 
years, as a result of federal stim-
ulus funds.

“Stimulus increased my budget 
by 70 percent,” Canaday said.

 Protection
from the

cold

 Stimulus funds allow organization 
to offer those who can’t afford it ...

 How to Apply
■ Federal stimulus funds in-

creased money to winter heating 
assistance and home weatheriza-
tion programs for low-income fami-
lies.

The result has opened the pro-
gram to more households by rais-
ing the income level for eligibility.

A family of four making $45,068 
or less this year is eligible under this 
year’s threshold based on 60 per-
cent of the state’s median income.

Previously the programs required 

people to be at 150 percent of the 
federal poverty level or lower. That 
would mean a $33,075 family in-
come this year.

■ For information on applying for 
heating assistance or weatheriza-
tion in Eau Claire County, call 839-
1023. Applications can be found at 
suite 101 in the Job Center, 221 W. 
Madison St.

■ The statewide phone number 
for the program is 866-HEATWIS 
(432-8947).

 By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

K
athleen Glasmyer’s 108-year-old house had no 
insulation in the walls, her water heater leaked 
carbon monoxide into the house and the aging 

furnace made its death rattle on a cold night a month 
ago.

“I had so many problems with that furnace,” she said. 
“I put so much money into it.”

Glasmyer Canaday

By Joe Knight
Leader-Telegram staff

The lower Chippewa River 
is experiencing a perch 
explosion, but some rare fish 
present 10 years ago may be 
missing, according to surveys 
conducted by UW-Eau Claire 
students this summer.

The students, under the 
guidance of UW-Eau Claire 
biologist and fish expert 
David Lonzarich, have been 

studying the lower Chippewa 
River between Eau Claire 
and Durand with the help of 
a grant from Xcel Energy.

Lonzarich discussed the 
project Wednesday at a lunch 
meeting with alumni.

The lower Chippewa has 
a variety of habitat for fish 
ranging from riffles to slow 
backwaters with little or no 
current. Because of the vari-
ety of habitats it also has a 

diversity of fish. Of the 174 
fish species known to live in 
Wisconsin waters, 60 percent 
— 112 species — have been 
recorded in the lower Chip-
pewa, he said.

Some are big, like muskies, 
lake sturgeon and paddle-
fish, he said. Paddlefish are 
strange-looking things with a 
paddle-like snout that swim 
around grazing on zooplank-
ton and may live more than 

60 years. 
They are 
found only in 
one river in 
China and in 
tributaries to 
the Missis-
sippi River, 
he said.

But the 
students concentrated on 
smaller fish that could be 
seined or captured in shallow 
areas of the river.

River study reveals ‘troubling news’
 UW-EC fi nding: Perch numbers up, rare fi sh down

Eau Claire Lonzarich

See WINTER, Page 2B

See CONLEY, Page 2B

By Joe Winter
Leader-Telegram correspondent

HUDSON — An alley in 
downtown Hudson has almost 
a dozen bras — hanging from 
a telephone wire and wrapped 
around a pole — flapping in the 
wind.

The display is part of an effort 
to help the local Relay for Life 
of the American Cancer Society. 
For $25 people can donate deco-
rated bras and have them hung. 
More than $500 has been raised.

Donations are being accepted 
through today, the end of breast 
cancer awareness month.

Many residents are driving 
by to look at the bras and a big 
pink banner that reads “Bras for 
a Cause.”

The fundraiser is sponsored 
by Ultimissimo spa and salon, 

which is near the display at 112 
Walnut St. Ultimissimo owner 
Rebecca Erickson said the idea 
came mostly from clients.

“We are a hair salon, and we 
get into personal conversations 
with people,” Erickson said. 
“This is very visual. It’s also a 
little offbeat and edgy, maybe 
even a bit questionable.”

Erickson was quick to add 
that the presentation has been 
in good taste and that the salon 
hasn’t had any complaints, “at 

least not to our face.”
Bra decorations have included 

Packers, Vikings and hunting 
themes. Some more fragile gar-
ments have been kept in the 
shop window.

Deb Kivel donated a bra cov-
ered in hot-glued pennies. “It’s 
a poor man’s or poor woman’s 
variety,” she said, laughing. “It’s 
inexpensive, fun and eye-catch-
ing but very heavy and hard to 
even lift up.”

Jessica Robinson, the salon’s 
esthetician, helped organize the 
fundraiser. She’s glad that all 
money raised will stay in the 
area.

“It is having a great impact on 
the community, since everyone 
out there knows someone or has 
a friend who is a cancer survi-
vor,” she said.

This is the first time for the 
event, but Ultimissimo already 
is planning one next year with 
more businesses involved and 

likely an auction of bras that 
have been displayed.

Winter is a freelance writer 
from Hudson.

Designer clothing
Salon using decorated bras as a cancer fundraiser

 Joe Winter photo

Bras hung in a downtown Hudson alley near Ultimissimo spa and salon, 
which is sponsoring an unusual fundraiser to benefit the American Cancer 
Society. The event ends today with the last day of October, which is 
breast cancer awareness month, although donations still will be accepted 
next week.

 ■ To donate 
to Bras for a 
Cause, call 
Ultimissimo at 
715-386-4122. 
Donations still 
will be accepted 
next week.

See TOWN, Page 2B



 Robert G. Labs, 83, of 
Menomonie died Thursday, 
Oct. 29, 2009, at Heritage of 
Elmwood Nursing Home. 

Bob was born Jan. 27, 
1926, at Molitor Hospital in 
Menomonie to William and 
Bernice (Simon) Labs. He 
attended Highland Grade 
School (Weston Township) 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
in Menomonie and graduated 
from Dunn County (Aggie) 

High School. 
Bob joined the 
Marine Corps 
Reserve and 
spent from 
December 

1950 to October 1951 sta-
tioned in Wonson, Korea. 
He was discharged in 
November 1952. Upon return-
ing to Menomonie he was em-
ployed at Lakeside Aluminum 
(Presto). On Jan. 12, 1956, he 
was united in marriage to 
Mary E. Holzhueter at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Menomonie. Bob 
then worked for Wisconsin 
Milling in Menomonie and 
Wisco Milling in Abbotsford. 
During this time Bob and 
Mary also bought their farm 
in Irvington in 1962. Then 
in 1969 Bob and Mary also 
purchased Elmwood Feed & 
Farm Supply in Elmwood. 

Bob was active in area FFA 
and 4-H programs by coach-
ing 4-H boys softball teams 
and watching his children 
show cattle. Time spent with 
his family, grandchildren, 
great-granddaughter, friends 
and neighbors was also a 
highlight. He was a mem-
ber of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, American 
Legion Post 207, VFW Post 
1039 and Wisconsin Feed & 
Seed Association. Bob en-
joyed cutting firewood, 
Angus cattle, horses and play-
ing cards. 

Bob is survived by his wife, 
Mary; children, Lori Labs 
(Steve Nelson) of Lakeville, 
Minn., Linda (Mark) Kok, 
Sierra Vista, Ariz., David 

(Karen) Labs of Menomonie 
and Sarah (John) Kinnard of 
Menomonie; grandchildren, 
Joel Maas, Ryan and Luke 
Smith, Jason Labs and Erica 
Kinnard; great-grandchild, 
Makayla Maas Peterson. He 
is also survived by his broth-
ers, Stanley (Joan) Labs and 
Gary (Sue) Labs; sister-in-law, 
Ione Labs, all of Menomonie; 
a brother, Thomas (Carol) 
Labs of North Glen, Colo.; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Bob was preceded in 
death by his parents; sister, 
Florence, and her husband, 
Francis Stratton; brothers, 
Alfred and his wife, Marlys, 
Richard and his wife, Joan, 
Donald Labs and David Labs 
(in infancy).

Funeral services will be 
at 1 p.m. Monday, Nov. 2, 
2009, at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Menomonie, with Pastor 
Steve Schmeling officiating.

Burial will be in St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Cemetery in the 
town of Menomonie, Dunn 
County, with military honors 
by Elmwood American Legion 
Post 207.

Visitation will be from 4 to 
8 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 1, 2009, 
at Olson Funeral Home in 
Menomonie and one hour 
prior to services at the church 
on Monday. 

To express condolences on-
line, please visit obituaries at 
www.olsonfuneral.com.
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Death NoticesObituaries
 BOURETTE, Darlene, 79, 

of Los Angeles and former-
ly of Gilman died Monday at 
home.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Thursday at Gilman Funeral 
Home, with burial in Donald 
Cemetery.

Friends may call an hour 
before services at the funer-
al home.

FILAS, Walter, 79, 
of Lublin died Friday at 
Medford Nursing and Rehab 
Center.

Services will be at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesday at Gilman 
Funeral Home, with burial 
in St. Stanislaus Cemetery, 
Lublin.

Friends may call an hour 
before services at the funer-
al home.

HEYDE, Lyman A., 84, of 
Chippewa Falls died Friday at 
Wissota Health and Regional 
Vent Center in Chippewa 
Falls.

Arrangements are pending 
at Pederson-Volker Funeral 
Chapel in Chippewa Falls.

KNAUF, Edwin L., 102, 
died Tuesday in River Falls.

Services will be at 10 a.m. 
Monday at Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 
in Marathon, with burial in 

the church cemetery.
Friends may call from 2 to 

4 p.m. Sunday at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Prescott, 
where there will be a 4 p.m. 
prayer service, and an hour 
before services at Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish.

Cashman-Hill Funeral 
Home & Cremation Services 
in River Falls is handling ar-
rangements.

MONSON, Merle D., 76, 
of Eau Claire died Thursday 
at home.

Services will be at 7 
p.m. Tuesday at Lenmark-
Gomsrud-Linn Funeral Home.

Friends may call from 4 
p.m. until services at the fu-
neral home.

O’BRIEN, Mary M., 91, 
of Altoona died Thursday at 
Luther Midelfort Oakridge 
Hospital in Osseo.

Cremation Society of 
Wisconsin in Altoona is han-
dling arrangements.

OTTO, Gerald N., 76, of 
Eau Claire died Thursday at 
home.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday at Evergreen Funeral 
Home, with burial in St. 
John’s Lutheran Cemetery.

Friends may call two hours 

before services at the funer-
al home.

PAULSON, Betty L., 87, of 
Eau Claire died Thursday at 
Syverson Lutheran Home.

Services will be at 3 
p.m. Monday at Syverson 
Lutheran Home chapel, with 
burial at a later date in St. 
John’s Lutheran Cemetery.

Friends may call an hour 
before services at the chapel.

Fuller-Speckien-Hulke 
Funeral Home is handling ar-
rangements.

PETERSON, Rita A., 57, of 
Ellsworth died Wednesday.

Services will be at 11 
a.m. Tuesday at St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Ellsworth, 
with burial in the church 
cemetery.

Friends may call from 3 to 
8 p.m. Monday at Hill Funeral 
Home in Ellsworth and an 
hour before services at the 
church.

PETERSON, Wayne 
E., 88, of Menomonie 
died Thursday at Red 
Cedar Medical Center in 
Menomonie.

Services will be at 3 p.m. 
Tuesday at Olson Funeral 
Home in Menomonie, with 
burial at a later date in Lucas 
Cemetery.

Friends may call an hour 
before services at the funer-
al home.

PUCHALLA, Irene, 92, 
of Independence died Friday 
at Tri-County Memorial 
Nursing Home in Whitehall.

Services will be at noon 
Monday at SS. Peter & 
Paul Catholic Church in 
Independence, with burial in 
the church cemetery.

Friends may call two 
hours before services at the 
church.

Edison Funeral Home in 
Independence is handling ar-
rangements.

SUGDEN, William, 70, 
of Rice Lake died Monday 
at Cumberland Memorial 
Hospital.

Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday at Appleyard’s 
Home for Funerals in Rice 
Lake, with burial in Wayside 
Cemetery, Barron.

Friends may call from 4 to 
7 p.m. Monday and an hour 
before services at the funer-
al home.

WILLIAMS, James F., 78, 
of Eau Claire died Friday at 
home.

Arrangements are pend-
ing at Fuller-Speckien-Hulke 
Funeral Home.

Submitting obituaries
Fax paid obituaries or free death notices to 858-7333 or
e-mail them to obits@ecpc.com by 4:30 p.m. seven days a week.

Robert Labs

Malinda Buchholtz

 Malinda M. “Linda” 
Buchholtz, 93, a resident of 
Wissota Springs, Chippewa 
Falls, died Friday morn-
ing, Oct. 30, 2009, at Wissota 
Health and Regional Vent 
Center in Chippewa Falls

She was born Dec. 6, 1915, 
in Bloomer to Ida (Bowe) 
and Edward Nazer. She was 
raised in Bloomer, where she 
attended school. She then 
moved to Rockford, Ill., where 
she worked at National Lock 
Factory during World War II. 
She married Art Buchholtz 
June 26, 1948, in Hennepin 
County, Minn. They resid-
ed in Chippewa Falls, where 
she worked at Chippewa 
County Hospital. After their 
retirement, they moved to 
Kerrville, Texas, where they 
resided for 14 years, and re-
turned to Chippewa Falls 
in 1988. Art preceded her in 
death March 28, 2000. 

She was a member of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Chippewa 
Falls.

Survivors include two sis-

ters, Florence (Ed) Swatzina, 
Erma Zweifelhofer, all of 
Chippewa Falls; two brothers, 
Gerald (Della) Nazer, Edward 
“Bud” (Ardis) Nazer, all of Jim 
Falls; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Including her husband, 
she was preceded in death by 
her parents; and three broth-
ers, Orville, Gordon and Ben 
Nazer.

A funeral service will be 
at 11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 2, 
at Pederson-Volker Funeral 
Chapel, Chippewa Falls, with 
the Rev. Dr. Gary G. Paul of-
ficiating. Burial will fol-
low in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls. Friends may 
call Monday one hour prior to 
the time of service at the fu-
neral chapel.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions in Linda’s memory may 
be designated to Irvine Park 
or to St. Joseph’s Hospital.

Visit pedersonvolker.com to 
express online condolences.

Pederson-Volker Funeral 
Chapel is serving the family.

Family Owned

814 First Avenue, Eau Claire

www.lenmarkfh.com Jerry Whalen
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Last year, about 250 homes in the 
four-county service area underwent 
upgrades, but their target is 427 by 
the end of the agency’s fiscal year in 
June. Fifteen employees have been 
hired by Western Dairyland to han-
dle the increase.

So far, about 300 households have 
applied for the weatherization pro-
gram in Eau Claire, Buffalo, Jackson 
and Trempealeau counties.

“We’re still looking for another 
100 applications,” Canaday said.

On Friday, Western Dairyland 
visited Glasmyer’s Hudson Street 
home to audit the water heater and 
furnace that were recently installed 
and also add insulation to her home. 
Future tasks include replacing all 
her light bulbs with compact fluo-
rescent ones and switching her old 

refrigerator with a new Energy Star-
certified one.

It’s a relief to Glasmyer, 47, who 
still recalls a shocking $750 heating 
bill she received for one particularly 
cold month a couple winters ago. 
And bills like that would be a big 
financial hit for Glasmyer, who has 
been living on unemployment since 
losing her job as a nursing assistant 
last January.

 Glasmyer said her medical issues, 
including a bad knee and rotator 
cuff, have made her employment 
search difficult.

“Nobody wants to hire me consid-
ering my medical restrictions,” she 
said.

Recently she’s focused her job 
search on call center jobs, and 
she’s applying for Social Security 
disability.

Last winter was the first time 

Glasmyer applied for heating 
assistance to help pay her winter 
energy bills. Doing so also made 
her eligible for weatherization, 
which has the same income-level 
requirements.

Both programs widened their 
scope this year because of the stim-
ulus package.

Previously, households making 
150 percent of the federal poverty 
level or less could qualify. But the 
added funding allowed the pro-
grams to increase eligibility to 
families at or below 60 percent of 
the median Wisconsin household 
income. The result was that a fam-
ily of four could earn 36 percent 
more money and still qualify for 
assistance.

Dowd can be reached at 833-9204, 
800-236-7077 or andrew.dowd@
ecpc.com.

from Page 1B

 

Winter/Applications being accepted

Another former Rice Lake resi-
dent, John Vaudreuil, now an assis-
tant U.S. attorney, is one of two 
remaining candidates to fill a sec-
ond vacant federal job in Madison, 
U.S. attorney for the Western 
District. 

Vaudreuil, a longtime federal 

prosecutor, and former Assistant 
Attorney General Eric Wilson, now 
in private practice, are awaiting 
a decision by the president to fill 
the vacancy created when Eric 
Peterson, appointed in 2006 by 
then-President George Bush, left 
office to become an assistant 
attorney general in Madison.

Conley’s father, Ed Conley, served 

as city attorney for Rice Lake 
when it was an elected position, 
said Wayne Arnold, current city 
attorney.

“That’s amazing that two former 
Rice Lake kids are being considered 
to run the legal show in Madison,” 
Arnold said.

Murphy is a freelance writer from 
Madison.

from Page 1B

 

Conley/Two with Rice Lake ties considered

During the summer they 
handled 40,000 little fish. 
Most were released after 
they were identified. By 
the end of the summer the 
students were good at dis-
tinguishing similar look-
ing minnow species. The 
state has 60 species of 
minnow, and to the non-
biologist they look a lot 
alike, he said.

Students found 45 spe-
cies, but what was missing 
from the tally was trou-
bling. A less intensive sur-
vey of the lower Chippewa 
in 1999 found 52 species, 
including five endangered 
species of fish. This sum-
mer’s survey found only 
two endangered species.

Among the missing fish 
was the crystal darter. 
Several were found in the 
earlier survey.

“This is troubling 
news,” Lonzarich said.

Yellow perch were 
scarce in the 1999 survey, 
but they comprised 38 per-
cent of all fish captured 

during this summer’s sur-
vey, he said.

Perch lay more than 
7,000 small eggs and hope 
for the best, he said. They 
only need two to survive 
to maintain the popula-
tion, but if conditions on 
the river are prime for 
perch, you suddenly can 
have a lot of them, he said.

Lonzarich refused to 
speculate whether the 
abundant perch, which are 
predators as well as popu-
lar panfish, are gobbling 
up the crystal darters and 
other rare little fish.

The students and Lon-
zarich were trying to 
determine how the stabil-
ity of channels in the river 
affects fish habitat.

They found the great-
est number of fish species 
in the section of the river 
near Meridean, between 
Caryville and Durand, 
where the river broke into 
different-size channels 
flowing around islands.

Knight can be reached at 
830-5835, 800-236-7077 or 
joe.knight@ecpc.com.

from Page 1B

 

Town/Five species 
of endangered fish 
found in 1999 survey

In Brief
 Swine flu vaccination clinics set

The Eau Claire City-County Health Department will 
provide swine flu vaccination clinics next week for spe-
cific target groups of people to protect those most at 
risk. The Department of Health Services recommends 
following this plan while the vaccine supply continues 
to fluctuate.

At the clinics, the people to be vaccinated are: 
■ Persons who live with or provide care for infants 

age 6 months or younger, such as parents, siblings and 
day care providers.

■ Children who are 6 months through 4 years old.
■ Children and youth who are 5 through 18 years old 

with chronic medical conditions, such as asthma, dia-
betes and heart disease.

H1N1 flu vaccine will be offered to these people at 
the following locations on the specified dates:

■ 3 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Peace Lutheran Church in 
Eau Claire.

■ 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Nov. 7, St. Mary’s Commu-
nity Center in Altoona.

■ 4 to 6:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, Augusta Community 
Center.

■ 3 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 10, Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Eau Claire. 

H1N1 flu vaccine (both shots and nasal mist) will be 
given at no charge. Children under 10 years old will 
need two H1N1 flu shots. Clinics will be provided in 
December to give the second shot.

The production of H1N1 vaccine continues to be 
slower than anticipated. The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention remains optimistic it will 
achieve the goal of making the H1N1 vaccine avail-
able to all of those who need and want it. Additional 
community-based clinics will be held as H1N1 vaccine 
becomes more readily available. 

When clinics are scheduled, times and locations can 
be found online at www.BeReadyEC.com, by calling 
the Health Department’s Immunization Line at 839-
6061 or by contacting your health care provider. 

Alternate parking rules start Sunday
Calendar-day parking regulations begin Sunday in 

Eau Claire.
Between Nov. 1 and May 1, alternate side parking reg-

ulations are in effect on all city streets.
On odd-numbered days, vehicles must be parked on 

the side of the street with odd-numbered addresses. 
The opposite is in effect on even-numbered days.

The parking restrictions are in effect from midnight 
to 7 a.m. The fine for violating calendar day parking is 
$30.

Liquor licenses to be discussed
One Eau Claire business could lose its liquor license 

while another is attempting to obtain one.
The city Administrative Review Board is scheduled 

on Wednesday to discuss the possible revocation of 

a liquor license at Country Hearth Inn & Suites, 2851 
Hendrickson Drive. 

City officials were not available Friday to discuss 
details of the possible revocation.

In unrelated action, on Tuesday the city License 
Review Committee will discuss an application for a 
license by Big Daddy’s Pub, 202 Gibson St. That estab-
lishment will be located at the site of the former Dia-
mond Lounge.

Fire sparks in laundry cargo truck
CHIPPEWA FALLS — Firefighters responded late 

Thursday night to a fire that started in the cargo area 
of a laundry truck.

The Chippewa Falls Fire and Emergency Services 
Department responded at about 11:41 p.m. to a report 
of a fire at the Badger State Industries building, 2820 
E. Park Ave. When the firefighters arrived they found 
smoke coming out the side doors and cargo doors of a 
laundry truck.

After the fire was extinguished, firefighters removed 
the truck’s contents, which consisted of freshly cleaned 
laundry, including sheets, clothing and dust mop heads.

It was determined that the majority of the fire came 
from a rack of dust mop heads. Security personnel 
reported that the last time anyone had been in the 
cargo area was when it was loaded at about 2:30 p.m. 
that day.

Estimated damages to the vehicle and its con-
tents could total more than $10,000, the department 
reported.

State business owes back wages
MADISON — Forty-nine former employees of Van 

Der Molen Recreational Properties in Warrens will 
recover back wages as a result of legal action taken 
by the state Department of Justice and Department of 
Workforce Development.

The owner of Three Bears Resort was placed into 
receivership under Chapter 128, a state bankruptcy pro-
vision, in January. The state agencies filed a wage lien 
and claim in the receivership. The former workers will 
share the $34,774.65 that was recovered.

From staff reports
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