Housing Stabilization Program
Description of Program:  The Housing Stabilization Program (HSP) is designed to promote the economic independence of families who are homeless or at risk of homelessness by helping them access and maintain safe, stable, and affordable housing.  HSP is administered by Oregon Housing and Community Services.  Community Action Agencies partner with Department of Human Services to implement the program.  

HSP is not: 
(1) an emergency assistance program (HSP may not be able to

                                provide financial assistance for an immediate crisis—where payment is   

                                needed within a few days, and this is not a band-aid program); 
                       

(2) a tenant-based rental assistance program (HSP will not be able                

                                             to provide on-going rental assistance as can Section 8);

          

(3) an on-going source of income (HSP will not be able to provide                

                                             month-to-month financial assistance as can TANF, SSI/SSD, or  

                                             unemployment);



(4) an Entitlement Program (Not all persons who meet Eligibility  

                                             Requirements will be accepted.  Applicants will be screened                                                      

                                             to determine appropriateness for HSP).

Eligibility Requirements:
· Household must be homeless or at risk of homelessness;
· At least one dependent child under the age of 18 must be living in the home;
· At least one dependent child must meet citizen/alien status;
· Gross monthly household income cannot exceed 150% of Poverty Guidelines

             (That is close to 35% of Median Household Income Guidelines);
· If the eligible child is an unborn, the effective date cannot be earlier than the first day of the calendar month preceding the month in which the due date falls.
            (In this situation, the mother must be a U.S. citizen or a qualified noncitizen);
· Participants must be willing and able to participate in a case plan that will lead to self-sufficiency.

· Family must live in the Salem/Keizer area or be connected with another MWVCAA program that provides case management services.
Other Factors that will be considered:
· Work history. (How often did they change jobs? What reasons are given for leaving job?)
· Rental history.
· Case management history – ability and willingness to follow through with case management.
· Substance abuse history and willingness to seek help.
· History and screening for mental health.
· Health issues affecting family stability and employability.
· Participants’ demonstration of initiative and ability to be self-motivating.

If it appears that a household is eligible and appropriate for HSP, they may call 

Linda Strike at (503) 399-9080 for additional information.
