Gardening With Children
Oakland County Child Care Providers Win 'Soup & Salad' Grants
(May 20, 2004)--Oakland County child care providers in Rochester Hills, Troy, Hazel Park, Madison Heights, Southfield, Walled Lake and Waterford (names listed at end) were recently awarded "Soup and Salad" grants from the Michigan 4C (Community Coordinated Child Care) Association.
With the funds, grantees will be able to create and maintain a garden at their childcare home or center facility, involving the children in the gardening process as much as possible.
"We are so excited for the kids. Imagine the delight when they finally get to pick and taste the vegetables that they personally grew," said Mark Sullivan, Executive Director of the Michigan 4C Association.
"This is such a wonderful opportunity for children to learn about the benefits of gardening and healthy eating," said Susan Allen, Executive Director of the Oakland County Child Care Council, a Michigan 4C member.
With the "Soup & Salad" grant monies, child care providers will purchase items such as age-appropriate gardening tools, seeds, gardening books for children, and indoor or outdoor gardening trays for "container gardening". Childcare providers who received this grant will also take the children on garden-related field trips, such as farms, farmers markets, orchards, and community gardens.
Michigan's Family Independence Agency funds the "Soup and Salad" program. Michigan 4C has awarded $121,000 from the "Soup & Salad" grant program to 348 childcare providers across the state.
The Oakland County Child Care Council provides resources for families needing quality childcare, promotes professional development for providers and encourages family-friendly employers. The Oakland County Child Care Council has been advocating and promoting quality child care since 1973. It is one of 15 regional offices located throughout the state, part of the Michigan Community Coordinated Child Care Association.
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